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no doubt it was a question between native judges and
none. One thing more is certain. If justice was to be
administered by native judges practically free from all
control, it was certain that cases of gross corruption and
oppression would arise. Even in the present day, ajiy
one who proposed to do away with or greatly to retax
the severe system of superintendence and appeal which
has been established in the administration of justice in
India, would be regarded as opening a door to evils
which the experience of a century has gone far to
eradicate.

In Impey's days there was no doubt a great amount of
corruption and extortion. Whether he was right in
imputing it to the Cazi and Muftis in the Patna Cause
is a matter on which I have no opinion, He may have
been wrong, but he may also have been right, and if he
was I see no hardship in what befell them. If they
really did plunder the woman of her property and treat
her with gross indignity by an abuse of powers which the
Council had illegally abandoned to them, I do not see
why they should not pay for it.

At the same time I think that in this, as well as in the
other matters referred to, the Supreme Court was a most
unsuitable instrument for the purpose for which it was
intended to be employed, and for which Impey and his
brethren seem to have done their best in good faith
to employ it. They may be compared to carpenters
sent into a hospital to perform surgical operations with
the common tools of their trade and chopping off with
broad axes limbs which may have required amputation,
though, care and gentleness might have removed the
necessity for it. Instead of dealing tenderly with their
patients and trying to understand their cases, they judged